FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: ANN KOIVUNEN

The Center for Emerging Visual Artists
Studio Tours and Exhibitions Director
215-546-7775 x 13, ann@cfeva.org
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A PROGRAM OF THE CENTER FOR EMERGING VISUAL ARTISTS






COMING THIS OCTOBER:

Philadelphia’s Largest Festival of Visual Art
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PHILADELPHIA OPEN STUDIO TOURS:

TOURS WEST > OCTOBER 1-2, 2011 

TOURS EAST > OCTOBER 15-16, 2011

…

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS:
Audiences of 20,000+ hitting the streets to learn about the life and work of studio artists
Over 350 participating artist studios and creative workspaces
Visual art installations as part of the Live Arts Festival and Philly Fringe

Festival partnership and crossover events with DesignPhiladelphia

Crossing Jordan headliner exhibition in the massive Skybox exhibition space

Over 20 affiliated neighborhood events, including InLiquid’s Community Art Festival 
Guided Trolley Tours, Chestnut Hill Trolley Shuttle, Roxborough Art Stroll

Free mobile app and smartphone guide through ici
…
Philadelphia, PA – This October, The Center for Emerging Visual Artists™ is pleased to present the 12th Annual Philadelphia Open Studio Tours. As Philadelphia’s premier fall visual arts festival, the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours (Studio Tours) features over 350 local participants and mobilizes audiences topping 20,000 for a month of unparalleled visual arts programming. Throughout each October, the Studio Tours presents self-guided tours of artist studios and creative workspaces, hands-on workshops, gallery exhibitions, demonstrations, artist talks, special receptions, and more. The Studio Tours is not only the most comprehensive tour of artist studios in the region, it is a full-scale fall festival with over a month of free programming in every inch of the city. For full program information, including a list of participating artists, neighborhood maps, artwork and studio images, and a complete schedule of events, visit philaopenstudios.org.
Weekend-long self-guided tours of over 350 visual artist studios and creative workspaces are the heart of the Studio Tour program activities, and run over the course of two weekends each October. The program provides the public a rare opportunity to get a behind-the-scenes glimpse of visual artists at work in an approachable, festive, and easy-to-navigate tour. In 2011, all venues West of Broad Street are open on Saturday October 1 and Sunday October 2, and include studios and creative workspaces in Center City West, Chestnut Hill + Mount Airy, East Falls, Roxborough + Manayunk, Fairmount, Germantown, and West Philadelphia. All venues East of Broad Street are open on Saturday October 15 and Sunday October 16, and include venues in Center City East, Kensington + Fishtown, North Philadelphia, Northern Liberties, Old City, Port Richmond, Queen Village + Bella Vista, and South Philadelphia. All self-guided studio tours are free to the public and run from 12 Noon to 6pm. 
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L to R: Globe Dye Works Studio Facility in Port Richmond; Paul DuSold Studio in Chestnut Hill.
Through visits with artists in their studios and top-notch special event and exhibition offerings, a visitor could find themselves anywhere from a Port Richmond textile-factory-turned-studio-building that is now home to an accomplished collection of working artists and artisans to a quaint Chestnut Hill painting studio set against the picturesque backdrop of tree-lined cobblestone streets. Collectively, the artists and venues of the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours offer audiences the opportunity to experience everything from large-scale installation work to intimate fine art painting to experimental new media to ceramic production to photo-based film and video work…and everything in between. This October, the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours is proud to showcase the studios and stories of such a diverse and compelling group of professionals.
As a program of the Center for Emerging Visual Artists (CFEVA), The Studio Tours create substantive promotional opportunities for Philadelphia artists, increase awareness of the quality and quantity of visual art in our city, and create strong bonds among artists, local businesses, arts organizations, and the general public. The Center for Emerging Visual Artists dedicates itself to making art careers viable for those who choose them, helping emerging artists reach their audiences, and promoting interest and understanding of emerging visual art among citizens of the community. CFEVA, formerly Creative Artists Network, was founded in Philadelphia in 1983 to encourage the professional development and community involvement of emerging visual artists.  CFEVA now serves artists through three complementary programs: Career Development, Regional Community Arts, and the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours.  
The Studio Tours provides an opportunity for the public to engage with Philadelphia’s entire arts community from a new perspective – and based on an individual’s own specific interests. No other program in or around Philadelphia consistently brings such an intimate and diverse cultural experience to the community free of charge and across such a large geographic area. 
FEATURED EXHIBITION: CROSSING JORDAN

The Philadelphia Open Studio Tours is proud to announce its headlining exhibition: Crossing Jordan, in which the charred remains of salvaged timbers are re-imagined into a large site specific installation in the soaring space of The Skybox at 2424 Studios.
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Crossing Jordan, an Open Studio Tours exhibition featuring new work by Alison Stigora and curated by Eileen Tognini.
This turn-of-the century industrial space is a compelling juxtaposition to Crossing Jordan’s powerful story of survival and rebirth. In conjunction with Curator Eileen Tognini, The Center for Emerging Visual Artists presents a solo exhibition and larger-than-life installation by Alison Stigora, a current fellow in its prestigious Career Development Program. Crossing Jordan will be on view at The Skybox at 2424 Studios from October 14 – November 19, 2011. Gallery hours are Tuesday through Saturday from 12 Noon – 6pm, and by appointment. The public is invited to experience this powerful curatorial project and stunning site specific exhibition at the Opening Reception on Friday, October 14th from 7 – 10pm. The curator and artist will also be available on location for the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours on Saturday, October 15th and Sunday, October 16th from 12 Noon to 6pm. The Skybox is located at 2424 East York Street, Philadelphia, PA  19125.
NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS

The Studio Tours is pleased to feature several other noteworthy exhibitions and events in all corners of the city, springing from ongoing collaborations with commercial galleries, local businesses, fellow arts organizations, educational institutions, and non-traditional studio spaces. For detailed listings of neighborhood events and exhibitions, please see the attached schedule. 
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L to R: The Clay Studio in Old City, The Studio of Eileen Tognini in Fishtown, and the Asian Arts Initiative in Chinatown
The Philadelphia Open Studio Tours opens its 2011 season with a kick-off event at The Philadelphia Museum of Art on Friday September 2 from 5-9pm. In partnership with 4th Wall Arts, the Studio Tours brings the public an evening of performance artists, musicians, and local visual artists as part of the Art After 5 Series to celebrate the official launch of the 2011 tours. The Philadelphia Museum of Art is located at 2600 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy, Philadelphia, PA 19130.
The Studio Tour festival continues with outstanding visual arts events exhibitions at 110 CHURCH Gallery in Old City, the Mount Airy Contemporary Artists Space, The CFEVA Gallery on Rittenhouse Square, the Asian Arts Initiative in Chinatown, Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens on South Street, and at the Crane Arts Building in Kensington….to name just a few!

Once again the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours is proud to officially partner with two other major Fall festivals: The Live Arts Festival and Philly Fringe, and DesignPhiladelphia. Beginning the first week in September, site-specific installations by participating Studio Tour artists will be on view in select Fringe venues citywide. The Rotunda at 4014 Walnut Street in West Philadelphia, thefidgetspace at 1714 North Mascher Street in Kensington, and The Performance Garage at 1515 Brandywine will feature month-long visual art installations. As it is situated in the heart of the Studio Tour schedule, DesignPhiladelphia is including all artist venues East of Broad Street in its offerings to the design community, with special emphasis on collaborative events in venues such as the Bluestone Fine Art Gallery in Old City. 
Because these exhibitions and special events take place within the context of the Studio Tours, the program provides audiences the unique ability to dig deeper into the stories, philosophies, and methodologies of participating visual artists by personally visiting them in their studios during the weekend tours. This unique combination of program offerings creates an environment from which intimate and meaningful relationships between local artists and their communities arise.  
HOW TO NAVIGATE THE TOURS
Comprehensive festival information is available at philaopenstudios.org, which is the best source for the most up-to-date information about participating artists, neighborhood maps, and a full schedule of events. Audiences can search Studio Tour participants alphabetically by last name, geographically by neighborhood, and thematically by type of work or media. In addition, printed tour directories are available for free throughout the region beginning in early September. Tour directories are available at all participating Studio Tour venues and select distribution locations citywide, as noted on the event website. 
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L to R: thefidgetspace in Kensington, Art in City Spaces Exhibition, and Second State Press in the Crane Arts Building
Navigating the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours on-the-go has never been easier! The Studio Tours and ici are proud to offer studio visitors a free mobile app and smartphone guide to all tour venues, special exhibitions, and neighborhood events. Use this mobile app to plan your tour in advance or improvise as you go with proximity-specific information, artwork previews, maps, and website links. In addition to the printed tour directory and event website, all participant listings and a schedule of special events are searchable through this mobile app, which is available for iPhone, Android, and iPad. Mobile device users can download the app through ici, and find festival venues by searching the ici channels for “POST”. Full information about the mobile app and smartphone guide is online at icihere.com, or by following the ici User Guide, available immediately after download. 
Guided Trolley Tours are available for studio visitors who want to experience the best of the Philadelphia Open Studio Tours, but don’t know where to begin. Guided Studio Tour experiences for both East and West weekends will be offered through The Center for Emerging Visual Artists on Sunday October 2 and Sunday October 16, each followed by a gallery reception and light fare. Trolleys on both weekends depart at 1pm from the CFEVA Gallery, 237 South 18th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. Advance reservations required by contacting 215-546-7775 x10 or info@cfeva.org.
STUDIO TOURS EVENT LISTING INFORMATION
_______________
STUDIO TOURS West of Broad Street 
Saturday and Sunday October 1-2, Noon-6pm
All tours are self-guided, free and open to the public
www.philaopenstudios.org


Visit artist studios and creative work spaces in Center City West, Chestnut Hill + Mount Airy, East Falls + Manayunk, Fairmount, Germantown, and West Philadelphia.

_______________
Studio TOURS EAST of Broad Street 
Saturday and Sunday October 15-16, Noon-6pm
All tours are self-guided, free and open to the public
www.philaopenstudios.org


Visit artist studios and creative work spaces in Center City East, Kensington + Fishtown, North Philadelphia, Northern Liberties, Old City, Port Richmond, Queen Village + Bella Vista, and South Philadelphia.
_______________
art after 5 @ the philadelphia musuem of art

Friday September 2, 5-9pm

The Philadelphia Museum of Art, 2600 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy, Philadelphia, PA 19130.
www.fourthwallarts.org
Join Fourth Wall Arts and the Open Studio Tours to enjoy performance artists, musicians, and local visual artists in celebrating the official launch of the 2011 Open Studio Tours season. Featuring the artwork of Simone Spicer. 
_______________
ALISON STIGORA: crossing jordan 
October 14, 2011 – November 19, 2011
Reception on Friday October 14, 7-10pm
Open for the tours on October 15th and 16th from Noon to 6pm

The Skybox at 2424 Studios, 2424 East York Street, Philadelphia PA 19125
www.eileentognini.com  |  www.2424studios.com


In conjunction with Eileen Tognini, The Center for Emerging Visual Artists presents a solo exhibition and larger-than-life installation by Alison Stigora, in which the charred remains of salvaged timbers are juxtaposed with a turn-of-the century industrial space to create a powerful story of survival and rebirth.

_______________
Jessica Hoffman: Forever and After
October 7, 2011 – November 25, 2011 
Artist reception on Friday, October 7, 5-8 pm
Open for the tours on October 15th and 16th from Noon to 6pm

110 CHURCH GALLERY, 110 Church Street, Old City, Philadelphia PA 
www.heavybubble.com
Jessica's work is influenced by scientific theory and practice and the interaction between humans and communication technology. This exhibition of new work will include installation, video, and performance. Jessica will be performing a slideshow presentation during her exhibition at 110 CHURCH | gallery as part of the Studio Tours weekend.

_______________
Mount Airy Contemporary Artists Space

October 1, 2011 – November 19, 2011

Opening Reception Saturday Oct 1, 5-7pm
Open for the tours on October 1 and 2 from Noon to 6pm

25 West Mt. Airy Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19119
www.mountairycontemporary.com
Artist-curators Andrea and Colin Keefe assemble a cutting-edge exhibition featuring the work of select Center for Emerging Visual Artists Career Development Program Fellows: Tim Portlock, Jennifer Williams, Kimberly Witham, and Alison Kaufman.

_______________
TRANSMUTATION: An Alumni Solo Series Exhibition 
September 22, 2011 – October 20, 2011

Artist Talks and Opening Reception on Thursday September 22
Open for the tours on October 1 and 2 from Noon to 6pm

The Gallery at The Center for Emerging Visual Artists, 237 South 18th Street, The Barclay, Suite 3A, Philadelphia PA 19103

www.cfeva.org
Featuring the work of Career Development Program Alumni Christopher Hartshorne and Binod Shrestha. Printmaking and the use of line and expressive mark making depict mysterious atmospheric conditions in this two-person exhibition.
_______________
Moving Through Memory

October 7, 2011 - November 18, 2011  
Opening Reception and Communitree “Planting” on October 7 from 5-8pm

First Friday Reception on November 4 from 5-8pm

Open for the tours on October 15 and 16 from Noon to 6pm

Make-A-Camera-Workshop on Saturday Oct 15, rsvp required. 

The Asian Arts Initiative, 1219 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
www.asianartsinitiative.org


This collaborative exhibition between The Studio Tours and The Asian Arts Initiative explores the way our ever-changing contemporary reality is transcribed through individual and collective dreams, memory, and history. The work by Cally Iden, Jino Park, and Mami Kato, is based on each artist’s own memories of Korea and Japan, respectively, and presents multiple perspectives on this ephemeral and shared human experience. 

_______________
Community Arts Festival 2011

Sunday October 16, 2011 from 12 Noon-4 pm

The Crane Arts Building, 1400 North American Street, Philadelphia PA 19122

www.inliquid.com
InLiquid presents CAFé to bring together art, design, and environmental education programs from all over the city. Audiences are invited to enjoy hands-on educational art experiences, live music, performances, fare from Philadelphia’s most innovative food truck entrepreneurs, and a costume parade at 4pm.

_______________
Member's Exhibition at 3rd Street Gallery

October 5 - October 30, 2011 
First Friday Reception on October 7 from 5 - 9 PM 
Artist Reception on October 15 from 2 - 6 PM 
58 North 2nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

www.3rdstreetgallery.com
All member exhibition. Normal gallery hours will be extended during the Studio Tours on Saturday, October 15 and Sunday October 16 from Noon - 6 pm

_______________
2011 Bike Part Art Show
October 12 – 22, 2011
Closing reception on October 22 from 6 -10pm
The Philadelphia Magic Gardens, 1020 South Street Philadelphia, PA www.neighborhoodbikeworks.org  
The 9th Annual Bike Part Art Show features unique and ingenious artwork creations that transform old bicycles into art! You are invited to participate in this fun-for-all auction fundraiser for Neighborhood Bike Works. 

_______________
Live Installation of Couture Hats

October 1-2, 2011, Noon to 6pm
Opening Reception on September 30 from 7-9pm

Ukrainian League of Philadelphia, 800 North 23rd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130
www.ukrainianarts.org
Live installation of couture hats created by artist Chrystyna Doroshenko Standrytchuk will be exhibited by live models. Other art mediums exhibited will include watercolor, mixed media, pencil on paper and photography. The public will have the opportunity to meet the artists and experience a live installation during the three day event.
_______________
TONGUE-IN-CHEEK
October 7 – December 16, 2011

Meet the artists on October 15 and 16 from Noon to 6pm

The Leeway Foundation, The Philadelphia Building, 1315 Walnut Street, Suite 832, Philadelphia PA 19107

www.leeway.com
A mixed-media exhibit of the following recipients of  Leeway’s grants and awards programs: bex*, Nanette Acker Clark, Candy Depew, Elizabeth Fiend, Judy Gelles, Naima Lowe, Beth Nixon, and Anula Shetty. 
_______________
The Greater Area

September 6th - October 29th 2011

Opening Reception is Thursday, September 8th from 6-9pm

The Philadelphia Photo Arts Center, The Crane Arts Building, 1400 North American Street, Suite 103 Philadelphia, PA 19122

Greater Area is a term used to describe the reach of a city or metropolitan area. Borrowing the term, this exhibition draws upon physical, metaphorical, literal or imagined borders that exist within cities and their inhabitants. The Greater Area depicts contemporary cities as physical and psychological spaces fraught with solitude and caught in the midst of transformation.

_______________
Opposites Attract 
September 9 - October 13, 2011

The University of the Arts, Sculpture Gallery at Hamilton Hall, 320 South Broad Street, Philadelphia PA 
www.philasculptors.org
A group exhibition by the Philadelphia Sculptors.

_______________
Guided TROLLEY TourS 

Sunday October 2, 2011 for venues West of Broad Street

Sunday October 16, 2011 for venues East of Broad Street

1-5pm 
Departing from The Gallery at The Center for Emerging Visual Artists, 237 South 18th Street, The Barclay, Suite 3A, Philadelphia PA 19103

www.cfeva.org
Want to tour artist studios but don’t know where to start? Join The Center for Emerging Visual Artists for a curated studio tour featuring a wide range of studio styles, locations, and experiences. $40 per seat, advance reservations required. Please contact 215-546-7775 x10 or info@cfeva.org for reservations and more information.

_______________
NORTHWEST Trolley SHUTTLE

Sunday October 2, 2011
$5 Ride All Day  |  Noon – 6pm

Departing from Graver’s Lane Gallery, 8405 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19118

www.graverslanegallery.com
Experiencing the best visual art of Chestnut Hill and Mount Airy couldn’t get any easier! Hop on and off the POST Trolley Shuttle running along Germantown Avenue to enjoy the Northwest’s dazzling array of artist studios, galleries, cafés and boutiques.

_______________
Walking Tour: Roxart Stroll

Saturday October 1 and Sunday October 2

Noon – 6pm

Meet at 6148 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19128

http://www.roxborough.us
Join the Roxborough Development Corporation for an informal walking tour of the neighborhood! Including Manayunk Roxborough Art Center, Crossroads Coffeehouse, Bohema, and more. 

_______________
…
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Zivile Pupinyte 
Venue for the Open Studio Tour will be Gravers Lane Gallery in Chestnut Hill, 
8405 Germantown Avenue.
Open for the Studio Tour on October 1-2 from Noon to 6pm.
Image courtesy of Jurgita Cenkute
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Gina Michaels 
in her Germantown studio and bronze foundry, 
located at 5538 Lena Street, Philadelphia PA 19144. 
Open for the Studio Tour on October 1-2 from Noon to 6pm.
Image courtesy of Bernadette Dye

For additional high resolution images; detailed information on participating artists; 
full schedule of festival events, or any other program information; please contact 
Ann Koivunen at 215-546-7775 x13 or ann@cfeva.org
The Philadelphia Open Studio Tours is supported and sponsored by 
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